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UNDERSTANDING THE ELIGIBILITY 
DETERMINATION PROCESS FOR 

SPECIAL EDUCATION



TODAYõS TRAINING 

Multi -Tiered System of Support (MTSS)

The Elements of Determining Eligibility 

for Special Education

Measurement and Reporting 

of Initial Evaluations
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MULTI - TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT 
(MTSS)

MTSS is defined as the practice of providing

Åhigh -quality instruction for all students;

Åinterventions matched to student need;

Åmonitoring progress frequently to make 
decisions about changes in instruction or goals; 
and 

Åapplying child response data to important 
educational decisions .

(Batsche et al., 2005 )
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WHAT DOES MTSS LOOK LIKE?
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University of Florida, MTSS/UDLE/DI Professional Development Module 

http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/mtss -udl -di -dev/MTSSchapterStart.html



TIERED SYSTEM
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Sailor, W. (2008, Sept ) Inclusion through a different logic model . Presentation at the 2008 
Global Summit on Education, Washington DC.  



IMPLEMENTATION FEATURES OF MTSS

The core features of MTSS include:

ÅExpectations for high quality, research -based 
instruction in general education classrooms. 

ÅUniversal, classroom -based screening to identify 
need for additional support. 

ÅCollaborative, team -based approach to 
development, implementation, and evaluation of 
alternative interventions. 
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IMPLEMENTATION FEATURES CONT..

ÅIncreasingly intense, multi -tiered application of 
high -quality, evidence -based instruction matched 
to individual needs. 

ÅContinuous monitoring of progress to determine 
impact of interventions. 

ÅExpectations for parent involvement throughout the 
process .

ÅFocus on student outcomes.
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WHEN TO REFER

ÅAt what point in the districtõs tiered intervention 

process are students who are suspected of 

having a disability referred for a special 

education evaluation?

ÅThe frequency rate of the data collection and 

the rate of progress monitoring of the tiered 

intervention are essential when determining 

whether to refer for special education.
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OVERVIEW OF THE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS

Annual review of the IEP

Ongoing monitoring of the IEP

Placement
Appropriate placement for implementation of the IEP proposed Parent Consent for Placement

Development and Approval of the IEP
IEP team meeting to develop IEP District and Parent Consent to implement IEP

Determination of Eligibility
Evaluation results review IEP team determination of eligibility

Evaluation
Parent Consent to Evaluate Evaluations conducted

Referral
Referral made Disposition of Referral meeting
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REFERRAL

ÅWho may refer a child to special education?
ÅAny person may refer a child under the age of 21 years to 

the IEP team 

ÅWithin 15 business days of the referral the IEP team 
must hold a Disposition of Referral meeting to 
determine:
Åwhether the concerns raised by the referral can be 

addressed utilizing existing pupil support services available 
to all children;

Åwhether additional information is required, and what 
evaluations, if any, are needed to address any remaining 
concerns raised by the referral 
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REFERRAL 

ÅThe IEP team shall, within 15 business days of 
the referral, give the parent written notice of 
its disposition of the referral .

ÅThe referral date should only be added into 
NHSEIS if the district has obtained parent 
consent to evaluate.
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EVALUATION

ÅIf the IEP team determines that more information is 
required, the team determines which evaluations 
will need to be completed based on the area of 
suspected disability.

ÅThe parent must provide consent to evaluate in 
order to conduct the evaluations.

ÅThe date of receipt of parent consent to evaluate is 
the date that is entered into NHSEIS.
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THE EVALUATION PROCESS

The school district must ñ

ÅUse a variety of assessment tools and strategies to 
gather relevant functional, developmental, and 
academic information about the child, including 
information provided by the parent , and MTSS 
information, that may assist in determining ñ
ÅWhether the child is a child with a disability;

ÅWhether the child requires specially -designed instruction; 
and

ÅThe content of the child's IEP, including information related 
to enabling the child to be involved in and progress in the 
general education curriculum (or for a preschool child, to 
participate in appropriate activities)
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